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times beginning his cky*s work as early as four or five
o'clock. When the hot weather of the summer came he
always tried to escape from his studies in Milan to spend
his holidays mountaineering.
Apparently all his family were keen on Alpine climbing:
his eldest brother Carlo, in particular, was one of the
most active members of the Italian Alpine Club, and he
and his brother made many excursions together*
Not long before he started his career as an Alpinist, he
was elected an associate of a section of the Alpine Club.
He had many friends both priests and laymen who were
equally keen on this pastime, and as time passed he was
recognised as a climber of outstanding endurance and
merit.
It is no exaggeration, to say that his exceptional strength
had become the talk of many of the guides since the day
he saved the life of one of them, I le was then climbing the
Gran Faradiso; his companion, a heavy man, fell from
the topmost ridge of the Glacier de le Tribulation, and it
caused the guides amazement that leather Achtilc Rattt
had managed to hold this man unaided for several minutes
whilst he struggled to regain his footing*
Such endurance can well be remembered in reading of
the Pope's recent agonising illness at the Vatican, ami It
is certain that no pain, however sharp would make him
give In*
It was in 1889 that the Alpine Club first saw of what
real value he could be to them, for he was well-known to
the guides and recognised as a regular climber of most of
the ordinary peaks. In that summer he deckled fco make
fresh ascents in company with MB great friend, Professor
Graselli* another climber respected by the guides* They